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By the time we reached the third lesson there was no more
fuel left. The stove went cold, and horrid icy draughts
started blowing down the pipe. It became terribly cold.
It was then that Yasya Pughin, with a puckish look on his
face, could be seen slinking out and bringing in a few logs
from Anna Ivanovna's emergency reserve ; and a few minutes
later one could again hear the magic crackling of wood
inside the stove... During the break nobody would jump
up because no one had any desire to go into the icy
corridors..."

In another essay the same girl wrote : "One day we were
sitting silently round the burzhuika warming our numb
fingers. The bell had rung several minutes before. We were
waiting for our teacher of literature. Instead of him,
Yakov Mikhailovich arrived and announced, 'There will be
no classes to-day. We must all go and take to pieces a
wooden house because our wood supply is at an end, and we
must get more wood in.' Well, it couldn't be helped. It
was terribly cold outside. A piercing wind was blowing,
freezing our faces and stopping the blood in our veins."

And here is more, from another essay by the same girl:
"The winter came, fierce and merciless. The water-pipes
froze, and there was no electric light, and the tramcars
stopped running. To get to school in time I had to get up
very early every morning, for I live out in the suburbs. It
was particularly difficult to get to school after a blizzard
when all roads and paths are covered with snowdrifts. But
I firmly decided to complete my school year... One day,
after standing in a bread queue for six hours (I had to miss
school that day, for I l\ad received no bread for two days),
I caught a cold and fell ill. Never had I felt more miserable
than during those days. Not for physical reasons, but
because I desperately needed the moral support of my
schoolmates, their encouraging jokes..."

Not everybody could take it. Leonchukova, one of the
teachers, wrote : " Not everybody could face all the ordeals
of th.e war and the blockade. Some people left the city and